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HELSINKI, February ijtb, 1940

I'M back in Helsinki again after being away in Lap-
land for the last three weeks or so. One of the first things I
did on my return was to buy the English newspapers,
which get here pretty quickly by air mail, and it interested
me to learn from the Stockholm correspondent of one of
them that Rovaniemi had been practically levelled to the
ground and was almost uninhabitable.

I can only say that I, and several of my fellow journalists
in Finland, have been inhabiting Rovaniemi in quite
considerable comfort for the past week, and that seems to
go for the rest of the town as well.

As I said in a talk I gave from there, the Russians
certainly did do a considerable amount of damage in the
two big raids they made about a fortnight ago. When I
went to a bank, for instance, I found that it had suffered
a direct hit^from a bomb, and business was being carried
on in temporary premises nearby while repairs were being
made. Another bank was carrying on its business with
broken windows filled in with cardboard, and great
patches of brickwork showing where the plaster had fallen
away, I went into a department store, the outside of which
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